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Foreword
The global mobilization behind the Millennium 
Development Goals has produced the most successful 
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Overview
At the beginning of the new millennium, world leaders 
gathered at the United Nations to shape a broad vision to 
fight poverty in its many dimensions. That vision, which 
was translated into eight Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs), has remained the overarching development 
framework for the world for the past 15 years. 

As we reach the end of the MDG period, the world 
community has reason to celebrate. Thanks to concerted 
global, regional, national and local efforts, the MDGs 

have saved the lives of millions and improved conditions 
for many more. The data and analysis presented in 
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GOAL 3: PROMOTE GENDER EQUALITY AND EMPOWER WOMEN 

Primary school enrolment 
ratio in Southern Asia
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GOAL 5: IMPROVE MATERNAL HEALTH 
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GOAL 7: ENSURE ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY

1.9 billion people have gained 
access to piped drinking 
water since 1990
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Despite many successes, the poorest and most vulnerable people are being left behind 

Although significant achievements have been made on 
many of the MDG targets worldwide, progress has been 
uneven across regions and countries, leaving significant 
gaps. Millions of people are being left behind, especially 
the poorest and those disadvantaged because of their 
sex, age, disability, ethnicity or geographic location. 
Targeted efforts will be needed to reach the most 
vulnerable people.

 �X Gender inequality persists 

Women continue to face discrimination in access to 
work, economic assets and participation in private 
and public decision-making. Women are also more 
likely to live in poverty than men. In Latin America 
and the Caribbean, the ratio of women to men in poor 
households increased from 108 women for every 100 
men in 1997 to 117 women for every 100 men in 2012, 
despite declining poverty rates for the whole region.

Women remain at a disadvantage in the labour market. 
Globally, about three quarters of working-age men 
participate in the labour force, compared to only half of 
working-age women. Women earn 24 per cent less than 
men globally. In 85 per cent of the 92 countries with 
data on unemployment rates by level of education for 
the years 2012–2013, women with advanced education 
have higher rates of unemployment than men with 
similar levels of education. Despite continuous progress, 
today the world still has far to go towards equal gender 
representation in private and public decision-making. 

 �X Big gaps exist between the poorest and richest 
households, and between rural and urban areas 

In the developing regions, children from the poorest 
20 per cent of households are more than twice as likely 
to be stunted as those from the wealthiest 20 per cent. 
Children in the poorest households are four times 
as likely to be out of school as those in the richest 
households. Under-�ve mortality rates are almost twice 
as high for children in the poorest households as for 
children in the richest. In rural areas, only 56 per cent 
of births are attended by skilled health personnel, 
compared with 87 per cent in urban areas. About 
16 per cent of the rural population do not use improved 
drinking water sources, compared to 4 per cent of the 
urban population. About 50 per cent of people living in 
rural areas lack improved sanitation facilities, compared 
to only 18 per cent of people in urban areas. 

 �X Climate change and environmental degradation 
undermine progress achieved, and poor people 
suffer the most

Global emissions of carbon dioxide have increased by 
over 50 per cent since 1990. Addressing the unabated 
rise in greenhouse gas emissions and the resulting likely 
impacts of climate change, such as altered ecosystems, 
weather extremes and risks to society, remains an 
urgent, critical challenge for the global community. 

An estimated 5.2 million hectares of forest were 
lost in 2010, an area about the size of Costa Rica. 
Overexploitation of marine fish stocks led to declines 
in the percentage of stocks within safe biological limits, 
down from 90 per cent in 1974 to 71 per cent in 2011. 
Species are declining overall in numbers and distribution. 
This means they are increasingly threatened with 
extinction. Water scarcity affects 40 per cent of people 
in the world and is projected to increase. Poor people’s 
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fifth birthday, mostly from preventable causes. The 
maternal mortality ratio in the developing regions is 14 
times higher than in the developed regions. Just half of 
pregnant women in the developing regions receive the 
recommended minimum of four antenatal care visits. 
Only an estimated 36 per cent of the 31.5 million people 
living with HIV in the developing regions were receiving 
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Measure what we treasure:  
sustainable data for sustainable 
development

As the post-2015 development agenda is being established, 
strengthening data production and the use of better data 
in policymaking and monitoring are becoming increasingly 
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Proportion of countries and territories in the developing
regions with at least two data points for 22 selected
MDG indicators, 2003, 2006 and 2014 (percentage)
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“2015 is a milestone year. We will complete 
the Millennium Development Goals.  
We are forging a bold vision for sustainable 
development, including a set of sustainable 
development goals. And we are aiming for 
a new, universal climate agreement.”

— UN Secretary-General BAn Ki-moon
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